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MID-ISLAND SUSTAINABILITY
AND STEWARDSHIP INITIATIVE

Nanaimo - North Cowichan MLA, Doug Routley: 
I rise today to speak about the Mid-Island Sustainability and Stewardship Initiative, otherwise known as MISSI. "Initiative" is the right word. This group brings action to the word "sustainability" and turns the word "democracy" to a verb. They are participants in our community, and very concerned people. They are located in the green agricultural lands of Cedar and Yellow Point between Ladysmith and Nanaimo. 
MISSI works as a non-profit society within the mid-Island region fostering sustainable development, rural and community stewardship, as well as protection of essential ecological systems. MISSI's purpose is to promote and implement sustainable community objectives with particular emphasis in their area. MISSI is focused on responsible development that meets the needs of the community; and the Regional District of Nanaimo has been open to MISSI's input as partners in the official community plan process. 
In fact, the RDN has cited the MISSI sustainability checklist as their guideline for development and part of their work of meeting responsibilities to Bill 27. MISSI assembles local ideas and perspectives concerning land use, growth and development, ecological systems, habitat requirements and communities. They formulate consensus and preferences for land use in our communities. They educate local communities on sustainable use of land, water and air; food security; pollution; and climate change. 
People and businesses are moving to Vancouver Island, and we welcome them and the growth that they bring. However, we also recognize the importance of our rural areas and our precious agricultural lands, as well as forests and riparian areas that surround us.
MISSI is striving to contribute to our regional growth strategy, and the official community plan reviews. Their vision is global, their concern is larger - challenges such as global climate change, food security, and peak oil. MISSI acts locally and is taking steps to help determine the best practices that could guide sustainable community development in our area. Their initiatives include water testing and their yellow cedar carbon neutral cooperative. I'd like to thank MISSI for their work in all of these areas.
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